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BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS, BRISBANE S.R. 83 /69 


DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION, 1856-1966 


SECTION I - INTRODUCTION 


Before the 1966 Census, populations of capital cities were based on 
aggregations of the populations of local authority areas, or, where these extended 
far beyond urbanised development, of portions of local authority areas. 
Statistically, then, the capital city populations were not regarded as strictly 
comparable because of the varying proportion of the areas predominantly used or 
developed for urban purposes. 


In order to present statistics for capital cities on a basis which would 
make such populations comparable with each other and comparable with city 
populations determined in other countries, the Commonwealth Statistician requested 
Dr Linge and Professor Learmonth of the Australian National University to make 
recommendations for the assessment of urban populations in ways which could be 
uniformly determined and acceptable for purposes of interstate and international 
comparison. 


Recommendations in a report by Dr Linge on "The Delimitation of Urban 
Boundaries" were adopted by the Twenty-seventh Conference of Statisticians of 
Australia in August 1965. 


These recommendations provided, among other things, that for each capital 
city an outer and an inner boundary should be determined. 


(a) The outer boundary should be designed "to contain the anticipated urban 
development of the city for a period of at least 20 to 30 years". It should 
delimit for that period "the region expected to be in close contact with the inner 
urban area, after making allowances for further urban development, including 
satellite towns, improvements in transport, and other factors. As far as possible, 
this region should be composed of complete Local Government Areas, have well 
defined boundaries, and have a sensible shape. It should take into account the 
needs of planners’. 


The Statisticians! Conference further resolved that each region, when 
defined, should be treated as a Statistical Division, known by the name of the 
relevant capital city, and that all statistical series for which metropolitan 
information had previously been given should be published for the Statistical 
Division, and separately by Local Government Areas within it where available. 


Details of the area defined as the Brisbane Statistical Division are 
set out in Section II below and in the map on page 11. 


(b) The inner boundary is intended to delimit the extent of urban develop- 
ment within the capital city statistical division at each Census. It is intended 
as a moving boundary to be adjusted at each successive Census to encompass 
additional peripheral urbanisation and population growth within the preceding 
intercensal period. The area so enclosed is known as the Metropolitan Area for 
the relevant capital city. 


The boundaries of a Metropolitan Area are defined as including all 
contiguous Census collector's districts which have a population density of 500 
or more per square mile, and such other contiguous areas which may not reach this 
density criterion but which are used for urban purposes such as factories, air- 


—— 


ports, institutions, and cemeteries. 
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The purpose of the present publication is to portray Suk eal 
development of the Brisbane Statistical Division and the Brisbane ta ae 
Area by estimating comparative population figures for all previous Queens 
Censuses. 


This comparison, in summarised form, is set out in Table Has aes. 
the methods used and more detailed estimates for subdivisions of the Statistic 
Division are given in Sections II and III. 

Table 1 - Development within the Brisbane Statistical Division 


Density of Proportion of 
Population State Population 
Cancua (Persons per Within 
Date Square Mile) 


No. 


No. 


13241° = 
ieee) 995 
8,920 3,840 
13,180 5,900 
24, 330 11,920 


33,000 15,240 
38, 226 18,180 
51,542 28, 369 
62,083 Si ylek 
101,272 68,240 


1255123 88,083 
145, 384 103,756 


257,905 | 192,167 
341,625 | 262,850 


457,462 379,391 
915,205 486,910 
692,634 587 , 634 


4 
26 

BD 

40 

54 

65 

106 

134 

152 

175,487 127,406 183 
269 

Boi 

478 

601 

Tes 

777,674 718,822 812 


a Brisbane Statistical Division (fixed area of 957-30 square miles). 
b Brisbane Metropolitan Area. 
c Including 1,066 convicts. 


SECTION II - BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION 


Description of the Area 


The area regarded as being in close daily social and economic contact 
with the capital city urban area and as likely to incorporate all the associated 
urban development for the next two or three decades was defined at the 1966 Census 
as incorporating the Cities of Brisbane, Ipswich, and Redcliffe, and parts of six 
surrounding Shires. It covers an area of 957 square miles made up as follows: 
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Local Authority Area 
: Sq Miles 
City of Brisbane (All) .. ey 385.00 
City of Ipswich (All) as ws 47.00 
City of Redcliffe (All) .. oe 13.53 
Shire of Albert (Part) .. Ei 65.46 
Shire of Beaudesert ee os 93.02 
Shire of Caboolture (Part) a T1259 
Shire of Moreton (Part) .. we 55.06 
Shire of Pine Rivers (Part) se 137570 
Shire of Redland (Part) .. rie 82.94 


Total ae a 957.30 


Topographically, as is shown in the map on page 12, the area is made up 
of the lower Bremer and Brisbane River Valleys and the flatter coastal areas 
north to the Caboolture River and south to the Albert and Logan Rivers. 


The boundary of this area may be briefly described as: 


The Caboolture River from its mouth to Gregor's Creek and including 
the Town of Caboolture, thence by Gregor's Creek, Lindsay's Road, Ocean 
View Road, 01d Northern Highway, Terror's Creek, Leacy's Creek Road, 
North Pine River, Sandy Creek, Samsonvale Road, Pinedale Road, Buckby 
Road, Aspley-Clear Mountain Road, Strathpine-Samford Road, South Pine 
River, Mt Nebo, Esk Shire boundary, D'Aguilar Range, Cabbage Tree Creek, 
Lake Manchester, Brisbane River, Coal Creek, Riverside-Pine Mountain 
Road, Sherlock's Road, Pine Mountain Road, Brisbane Valley Road, 

Munition Dump Road and extension to Bremer River, boundaries between Moreton 
Shire and the City of Ipswich, Moreton Shire and the City of Brisbane, 
Moreton Shire and Beaudesert Shire, Goodna-Greenbank Road, Oxley Creek, 

road forming southern boundary of Portion 429, Parish of Perry, Greenbank 
Road again, Mt Lindesay Highway, Logan River, Ooah Creek, Albert- 
Beaudesert Shire boundary, Albert River, Logan River to its mouth, thence 
along the mainland coast including Coochiemudlo Island to the mouth of 

the Caboolture River. 


Population Growth 


As the Brisbane Statistical Division was only defined for the 1966 
Census, precise figures for the population within the area are not available for 
earlier Censuses. Population at earlier Censuses was counted within Census 
Districts which varied in description, size, and boundaries from Census to Census. 
However, by aggregating at each Census the populations of those Districts whose 
boundaries lay wholly within the area now delineated, and adding appropriate 
proportions of the populations of those Districts which were only partly within 
that area, it was possible to obtain fairly reasonable estimates of the total 
population within the fixed area at each Census date. 


The estimation was assisted by the fact that certain topographical 
features had remained as constant boundaries throughout the period despite changing 
names or subdivisions. The population of the whole Statistical Division could be 
assessed reasonably accurately since the Caboolture, Brisbane, and Logan Rivers and 
the D'Aguilar Range were accepted as boundaries in all subdivisional schemes. 
Similarly, since the North and South Pine Rivers, Nundah Creek, Kedron Brook, 
Enoggera Creek, Ithaca Creek, Oxley Creek, the Brisbane River, Bulimba Creek, and 
Tingalpa Creek were constantly recurring boundaries, populations of the areas 
between them could be fairly accurately determined. 


- 


Further, certain roads which remained important arteries throughout the 
period were just as useful as the streams referred to above. These were particu- 
larly useful in the area south of the river where development extended outwards 
between and parallel to the streams, rather than at right angles to the general 
direction of the streams as in the area north of the river. Such roads were the 
Ipswich, Logan, and Cleveland Roads, the Oxley-Broadwater Road, the Broadwater- 
Capalaba Road, and the Ipswich-Logan Road. Further reference to these features 
is made on pages 5 and 6. 


However, such estimates did not suffice to trace the lines and rate of 
development within the area. It was therefore thought desirable to attempt to 
estimate populations for subdivisions with constant boundaries, and, for agreement 
with current statistical series, that these should be the statistical areas and 
local authority areas as defined for the 1966 Census. 


The location and extent of these statistical areas is shown in the map 
on page 11 and detailed descriptions of their boundaries is available in another 
publication, S.R. 72/69. 


However, some of the statistical areas officially adopted and described 
in the above publication are geographically large areas with an uneven distribution 
of population within them. Such are the semi-rural areas of the City of Brisbane, 
the Cities of Ipswich and Redcliffe, and the parts of the surrounding Shires which 
come within the Brisbane Statistical Division. In order to more closely analyse 
the spread of development these statistical areas were, for the purposes of this 
publication, subdivided into smaller zones wherever there appeared to be significant 
population density differences. These special subdivisions are marked on the map 
on page 11 with letters and described in the accompanying notes on page 10. 


Estimation of populations within the statistical areas and these 
additional subdivisions was assisted by the following considerations: 


(a) For Censuses for which details were given for subdivisions of the Census 
Districts, comparison from Census to Census became possible for selected smaller 
areas once the subdivision identification references at one Census had been 
identified with the references used at the preceding Censuses. 


(b) In the Census publications, information is given not only for Census 
Districts (and subdivisions in some cases), but also other dissections of the 
areas, including at different Censuses, State electorates, municipalities and 
shires, parishes, police districts, towns, townships, and (of importance in some 
areas) institutions. By plotting on one map Census District boundaries and the 
boundaries of whatever other districts were published for a particular Census, it 
was often possible to determine populations in quite small overlapping areas. 


(c) For Censuses where detailed locality information was available (1871 and 
from 1911 onwards), the populations of localities within a Census subdivision 
could be aggregated to give sub-totals representing individual statistical areas 
within the subdivision. The results could be used to frame a suitably amended 
proportionate dissection of each subdivision for intervening Censuses. 


(a) The estimation of intercensal growth of one statistical area vis-a-vis 
its neighbours was assisted by reference to historical events, such as the opening 
of relevant railways or bridges permitting a quick development into a new area, 


(e) For one Census, the records of votes cast at individual polling-booths 
at elections close to the Census date were used to assist in distributing the knom 
population of electorates into estimates for component statistical areas. 
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By these methods and a long process of trial and error, estimates were 
made for each Census of the population within each statistical area, such that 
(i) they could be aggregated to known larger Census District, Electorate, 
Division, or Parish totals, (ii) they could be obtained by aggregating known 
smaller locality or part-locality figures, and (iii) they showed reasonable 
historical development. Beyond this, no great degree of accuracy is claimed 
and the intention is merely to show what could have been the course of develop- 
ment. In the very sparsely populated areas of the early years, total population 
was so small that quite a large percentage error makes no significant difference. 


These estimates are set out in Table 2 starting with the 1871 Census, 
the earliest for which estimates could be made for all the statistical areas. 
(Figures for the 1876 and 1886 Censuses have been omitted for space reasons. ) 
Estimates for Censuses earlier than 1871 which could be made with some degree of 
accuracy are set out below: 


Statistical Area Estimated Population 
1856 1861 1864 1868 
City - Re spe 2, 350 3,450 7,480 9,800 
North City .. a ies 450 650 1,250 1,500 
South City .. fs an 930 1,080 1,590 1,840 
Normanby oe 50 ane 330 800 1,260 tolls 
Other North Side Suburbs? a 490 955 15705 3,000 
Western Suburbs Se mi 95 195 590 1,060 
Kast Brisbane as oe 265 425 740 870 
Other South Side Suburbs ae 255 345 710 TEKS) 
Other Areas in Brisbane City® be 180 340 935 1,595 
Total City of Brisbane oe 545 8,240 16,330 22,790 
City of ee ey 2 3,070 4,100 5,840 6,610 
Albert Shire (Part Ac eke 
Beaudesert Shire (Part) ee S _ 335 = 1,660 
Caboolture Shire (Part) ete 
Pine Rivers Shire (Part) ae 55 135 510 1,060 
City of Redcliffe ee ae 
Moreton Shire (Part) ave ei 190 230 330 410 
Redland Shire (Part) ae “a 75 140 370 470 
Total Brisbane Statistical Division 8,920 13,180 72475330 33,000 
a Including northern bayside suburbs. b Including Wynnum. 


While Brisbane was growing rapidly as the capital, commercial centre, 
and chief port of an expanding Colony and State, the pattern of its internal 
development was determined by its lines of communication and its topography. 
Some of these factors can be traced in growth patterns of individual areas shown 
in Papile 2 (pages {180 9). : 


Not long after Brisbane's establishment as a penal settlement, Ipswich 
was settled as a source of limestone for mortar and cement, and in the years that 
followed grew into a separate town. The two towns were linked by roads, one 
south of the Brisbane River through Oxley, and one north of the river through 
the western suburbs and Moggill. They were each linked to the competing small 
ports of Lytton, Cleveland, and the Logan River. It was these roads which 
determined the lines of development in the southern and western areas. 
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Settlement followed the main Ipswich Road through Kangaroo Point, 
Annerley, Oxley, and Goodna. Kangaroo Point developed early because of the ferry 
crossing and remained an integral part of the Municipality of North Brisbane for 
many years. Development in the South Brisbane-Dutton Park area awaited the 
buildi of a bridge and a new line of access to Woolloongabba and the Ipswich 
Road. "Ca temporary wooden bridge opened in 1865 was destroyed by flood in 1869. 
The first Victoria Bridge opened in 1874.) West End remained off the main stream 
of development much longer still. Oxley developed early as the junction of the 
Ipswich-Brisbane and Ipswich-Cleveland roads. 


The second Brisbane-Ipswich Road led to the early settlement of the 
Toowong, Indooroopilly, and Moggill areas. As a result, Moggill had a population 
of 470 by 1871, but with the opening of the railway this declined and by 1961 was 
very little greater. The railway, however, led to rapid further development of 
the Toowong and Indooroopilly areas. 


Legislation in the 1860s encouraged the rapid development of sugar 
growing in areas such as the Logan and Albert Rivers, Redland Bay, Cleveland, 
Hemmant, Indooroopilly, Oxley, and Sherwood. Roads from both Brisbane and Ipswich 
to these areas led to settlements along them which have thus a longer history, if 
a slower growth, than many of the inner suburbs. Such roads were the Brisbane- 
Eight Mile Plains-Kingston-Waterford-Beenleigh Road, the Brisbane-Belmont-Capalaba 
(then called Tingalpa)-Ormiston-Cleveland Road, the Ipswich-Goodna-Brownsleigh- 
Waterford Road, the Ipswich-Goodna-Oxley-Cooper's Plains-Broadwater-Mt Petrie- 
Capalaba Road. Despite the decline in sugar growing in these areas, these places 
have survived with fluctuating fortunes as industries and communications changed. 
(Sugar growing reached an early peak in 1875 when the rust disease caused a check 
for 3-4 years. A further check in 1883-84 led to the decline of the plantations. 
The most noticeable effect was on the population of the Hemmant-Tingalpa area 
where the population increased from 483 in 1871 to 817 in 1876 before declining 
to psa 1881. Similar peaks in 1876 occurred in the Logan, Albert, and Redland 
areas. 


On the north side, development was largely determined by the eastward 
direction of the streams. Breakfast Creek proved an early barrier. A bridge on 
Bowen Bridge Road led to Windsor (0'Connelltown) and thence to Albion and Hamilton. 
Further northern development was checked by Kedron Brook for a lengthy period. 
Nundah and Cabbage Tree Creeks hindered access to Sandgate and fostered the 
earlier development of the Nudgee area. 


The difficulty of crossing the coastal streams forced movement to the 
north-westwards through the more hilly, headwater areas. The northern highway led 
through Samford and Dayboro and suburban development occurred along this route 
through Kelvin Grove and Enoggera. 


As each successive stream was bridged, development spread northwards 
along the coastal area as far as the next barrier stream, and each successive 
bridging permitted a more northerly westward connection to the northern highway , 
which alone gave access to areas still further north. Thus Lawnton-Strathpine 
was the main North Pine settlement for years after the early sugar growing boom, 
when Petrie was a smaller settlement beyond Young's Crossing. In this period, the 
Clear Mountain Road gave all weather access to the northern road. With the 
bridging of the Pine River this gave way to the Petrie-Dayboro Road and, as 
coastal development spread northward and the Caboolture River was bridged, to the 
Caboolture-Kilcoy Road. As a result of these factors, the Samford-Samsonvale- 
Dayboro-Mt Pleasant area in the western part of Pine Rivers Shire grew rapidly 
in population from about 300 in 1871 to about 1,600 at the turn of the century 
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while the rest of the Shire grew from approximately 600 to about 1,700. Later, 
the western part declined tg 1,500 and now has a population of about 1,750, 
compared with an increasing growth to about 11,500 in the eastern part of the 
Shire. Similarly, the western part of Caboolture Shire, which had nearly twice 
the population of the eastern part in 1871, now has only a little over one- 
quarter of the population of the eastern part. 


Part of these developments, of course, was due to the growth of the 
railway system. Despite the necessary bridging, railways could be more econom- 
ically built on the more level coastal plain and suburban development followed. 
After some delay occasioned by the lobbying of the then thriving river transport 
interests, Ipswich was connected to Corinda in 1874 and to Brisbane in 1875. 
Brisbane was connected to Sandgate in 1882, Caboolture in 1888, Ascot Racecourse 
in 1891, Pinkenba in 1896, Enoggera in 1899, and Samford in 1918. South Brisbane 
was linked with Corinda in 1884, Beenleigh in 1885, and Cleveland in 1889. 
Population figures in Table 2 reflect the results of these developments. 


Table 2 — Population in the Brisbane Statistical Division at Various Censuses 
(Estimated Distribution in Statistical Areas and Local Authorities 
within the Boundaries Existing at the 1966 Census) 


Statistical Area or 
Local Authority Area 1871 1881 1891 1911 1933 1954 1961 


Brisbane Statistical 
Division 


62,083 
8 | 24,713 


5,422 
3,917 


1.892 
1,355 


Central City Areas 
City oe 
North City el 

South City oe 


North Side Inner Suburbs 


Ascot oe 


Fernberg a 485 
Ithaca a6 50 942 
Meeandah 240 
Newmarket 457 
Normanby 


Windsor 


106, 581 


North Side Outer Suburbs 


>. Se ee) se a 


Ashgrove 9,085 
Aspley - aC 1,105 
Bald Hills us 1, 316 
Banyo 4 5,434 
Chermside 50 15,215 
Enoggera .. oe 10,064 
Geebung oe oo Vs 296 
Hendra he 6,901 
Kalinga .. 7,398 
Kedron ae 12,595 
Mitchelton SOD 

Nundah oe 

Stafford 


The Gap 


Western Suburbs 
Corinda oe O0 
Darra ate 
Graceville oo 
Inala ° 
Indooroopilly 
Kenmore ale ate 

St Lucia 

Toowong oe 


South Side Inner Suburbs 
Balmoral 

East Brisbane 06 
Morningside 
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Table 2 — Population in the Brisbane Statistical Division of Various Censuses (continued) 
(Estimated Distribution in Statistical Areas and Local Authorities 


within the Boundaries Existing at the 1966 Census) 
Statistical Area or {2 
Local Authority Area 1871 1881 1891 1901 1921 1933 1947 1961 1966 


South Side Outer Suburbs 
Archerfield % 
Camp Hill .. 

Carina ° 
Chatsworth 
Cooper's Plains 
Ekibin 
Greenslopes 
Holland Park 
Moorooka 
Mount Gravatt 
Murarrie .. 
Tarragindi 
Yeronga 


Bayside 
Boondall 
Nudgee 
Subdivision: A 
B 
Sandgate 
Wynnum 


Other Brisbane City . 
Western cC 


Subdivision: 
South-Western 

Subdivision: 
South-Eastern 


Subdivision: 


Eastern 
Subdivision: 


Total Brisbane City 


Cities Other than 
Brisbane 


Ipswich 
Subdivision: 


Redcliffe 
Subdivision: 


See: 
e e© © 8 
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Table 2 — Population in the Brisbane Statistical Division at Various Censuses (continued) 
(Estimated Distribution in Statistical Areas and Local Authorities 
within the Boundaries Existing at the 1966 Census) 


Shires 
Albert 56 
Subdivision: 


Beaudesert 
Subdivision: 


Caboolture 
Subdivision: 


Moreton on 
Subdivision: 


Pine Rivers 
Subdivision: 


Redland ae 
Subdivision: 


10 
Key to Statistical Areas of Brisbane Statistical Division 


City of Brisbane 


Bayside 
49 Boondall 


50 Nudgee 
A Nudgee Beach; Cribb Island 
B Rest of Area 


Central City Areas Western Suburbs 
1 City 25 Corinda 
2 North City Darra 
3 South City Graceville 
North Side Inner Suburbs Inala 


Ascot 
Fernberg 
Ithaca 

Me eandah 
Newmarket 
Normanby 
Windsor 


North Side Outer Suburbs 


Ashgrove 
Aspley 
Bald Hills 
Banyo 
Chermside 
Enoggera 
Geebung 
Hendra 


South Side Inner Suburbs 


33 
34 
35 


Indooroopilly 
Kenmore 
St Lucia 
Toowong 


Balmoral 
East Brisbane 
Morningside 


South Side Outer Suburbs 


3 

Si 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 


Archerfield 
Camp Hill 
Carina 
Chatsworth 
Cooper's Plains 
Ekibin 
Greenslopes 


51 Sandgate 
52 Wynnun 
Other Brisbane City 
53 Western 
A Moggill 
B Pullenvale; Brookfield; 
Gold Creek; Mt Coot-tha 
C Enoggera Creek; Upper 
Kedron; Ferny Grove 
54 South-Western 
A Jindalee; Wacol; Gailes 
B Ellen Grove; Richlands; 
Blunder; Brown's Plains 
55 South-Easterm 
A Belmont; Capalaba; 
Upper Tingalpa; Rochedale 


Kalinga 43 
Kedron 44 
Mitchelton 45 
Nundah 46 
Stafford 47 
The Gap 48 


Moorooka 
Murarrie 


Yeronga 


Holland Park 
Mount Gravatt 


Tarragindi 


B Eight Mile Plains; Kuraby; 
Runcorn 

C Brown's Plains; Woodridge 

56 Eastern 

A Hemmant; Tingalpa; West 
Manly 

B Tingalpa; Gumdale; 
Capalaba 


Areas Outside the City of Brisbane 


City of Ipswich 
A Chermside Rd, Salisbury Rd, River St, Bremer 


River, W.M. Hughes St, Down St, Delacy St, Bremer 


River - i.e. City Boundary 1881-1916 


Wulkuraka; Leichhardt 
East Ipswich; Newtown; Booval; Silkstone 
Churchill; Raceview 


Redbank 
Goodna 
Amberley 
58 City of Redcliffe 
A East of Donald St, Bell St, Victoria Ave, Anzac 
Ave, Scarborough Rd, Fifth Ave 
B Hercules Rd, Macdonnell Rd, boundary of Sub.A 
C South and west of Macdonnell Rd and Victoria Ave 
D West of Hereules Rd 
59 Albert Shire 
Beenleigh 
Eagleby 
Rest of Boyd Parish 
Booran; Woodridge; Kingston 
Kingston; Loganlea; Slack's Creek; Rochedale 
Loganholme; Carbrook 


AYHORotyavaw 


Brassall; Tivoli - (Ironpot Creek to Bremer River) 


Bundamba Creek to Six Mile Creek - south of Sub.G 
Blackstone; Bundamba; Dinmore; Riverview; New Chum 
Bundamba Creek to Brisbane River - north of Sub.G 


] 60_ Beaudesert Shire 
4A Maclean; Park Ridge; Brownsleigh; Woogaroo; 
Greenbank 
B Mackenzie Parish 
C Moffatt and Boyd Parishes 
61 Caboolture Shire 
A Caboolture Town 
B Part of Shire west of railway 
C Part of Shire east of railway 
H 62 Moreton Shire 
| A Kholo Parish 
B Chuwar Parish 
| C Brassall Parish 
63 Pine Rivers Shire 
i Samford; Camp Mountain; Mt Nebo; Mt Glorious 
Bunya; Bunyaville; Arana Hills; Albany Creek 
Lawnton; Strathpine 
Rest of Warner Parish 
Dayboro; Whiteside Parish 
Petrie; Dakabin; Kallangur 
Rest of Redcliffe Parish 
64 Redland Shire 
Cleveland; Raby Bay; Ormiston 
Thornlands to Eprapah Creek 
Wellington Pt; Thorneside; Birkdale; Badgen; 
Erobin; Capalaba 
Rest of Capalaba Parish 
Victoria Pt; Coochiemudlo Island, Redland Bay 
Redland Parish 


AMAIA 


awP> 
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Density of Population 


Because of the greatly differing areas for which the populations shown 
in Table 1 have been calculated, it is difficult to appreciate the degree and 
spread of urbanisation within the area. This is more clearly evident from a study 
of the comparative density of population expressed as the number of persons per 
Square mile within each of the statistical areas and the subdivisions of them 
considered above. These density figures are set out in Table 3 (pages 15 to 17), 
and illustrated in the diagrams which follow that table (pages 18 to 23). The 
scales used in these diagrams are designed so that the lower level of each density 
range is double that of the bottom of the preceding range, and are arranged to 
include 640 persons per square mile as one of the determinant levels so that the 
top five ranges may be expressed as well in terms of persons per acre. 


Density figures permit us to make some interesting analyses of growth 
rates at different levels of papulation density. By estimating the particular 
intercensal year at which the density of each statistical area moved from one 
category of the scale to the next, the number of years it took the population of 
the area to double itself at each level could be calculated. While some areas 
doubled their population rapidly (within two years in some cases), others grew 
only very slowly taking 30 odd years to double their population. However, 
averaging these periods at each level of density reveals a vague pattern of 
development. The average time taken for population to increase from 10 per 
Square mile to 20 per square mile appears to have been about 17 years, while the 
average time to double from 20 to 40, from 40 to 80, or from 80 to 160 was only 
12 years. Once population of an area has reached this level conditions seem to 
favour a more rapid growth, population doubling in an average period of 10 years 
from 160 to 320 and from 320 to 640, and an average period of 9 years from 640 to 
1,280 per square mile. 


Thereafter, however, the change to higher densities slows down, the 
average period of growth from 2 to 4 persons per acre being 15 years and from 4 
to 8 persons per acre 17 years. For population to increase from 8 to 16 persons 
per acre in the four statistical areas which have passed through this stage of 
development took an average of 37 years, and in three of these areas population 
has since declined below the 8 persons per acre level after an average period of 
34 years at higher densities. 


A number of the statistical areas have reached a peak in their density 
growth and their populations have actually declined. As is to be expected, these 
are mostly among the inner, and hence older, areas. These areas are listed below 
with their estimated peak density and the Census year in which that peak was 
recorded. 


Ss Distance of 
Peak Densit Census _ at Which Density Cant ran 
Statistical Area (Persons per Which Peak Reached 2 = Geeee- 
Acre) was Recorded Persons att 
SSS ———— (Miles) 
per Acre 
City 19.6 1911 1856 0.50 
East Brisbane 1665 1985 1874 1.50 
Normanby Cale 1947 1864 1.50 
South City lifes 1947 1876 1.00 
North City eae 1947 1877 N25 
Wi jee 1947 1891 2.50 
Kalinga 1201 1947 1888 3.75 
Ascot iglievk 1947 1890 3.00 


Greenslopes 11.4 1947 Vag 3-00 
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fear in Distance of 
Peak Density; Census at Which Density Centre from 
Statistical Area (Persons per Which Peak Reached 2 eee ee 
Acre) was Recorded Persons (Miles) 
per Acre 

Kedron 12.0 1961 1923 3+25 

Chatsworth 11.8 1961 1931 325 

Fernberg 11.6 1961 1887 2450 

Camp Hill 10.6 1961 1915 3-00 

Ashgrove AOie2 1961 (O34 3-00 

Newmarket 9.9 1961 1913 2.75 

Ithaca 9.5 1961 1885 2450 

Enoggera 9.5 1961 1929 3-15 

Nundah 9.0 1961 CET 500 

Toowong 8.4 1961 1889 2.50 

Hendra 4.6 1961 gels) 3-50 

Meeandah Oeit 1954 ~ 4.00 

Nudgee O53 1961 - 6.50 
Ipswich 

(Subdivision A) 6.0 1961 1863 1.00 


If we ignore the statistical areas of Hendra, Meeandah, and Nudgee, where 
a decline in density at a low level may be traced to swampy land and to resump- 
tions for the aerodrome and the subsequent noise nuisance due to its proximity, we 
can generalise that, in the central city areas with small allotments resulting 
from early subdivision, population attains a density approaching 20 persons per 
acre before commercial and industrial expansion displaces resident population and 
causes a decline in density. 


In the suburbs, none of the statistical areas reached their peak until 
1947 when peak densities of about 12 persons per acre were recorded. These 
densities, however, were unduly high following a long period of low building 
activity and new suburban development due to the depression and the war, which 
resulted in many shared houses with young couples unable to move out into their 
own homes. On the other hand, somewhat low peak densities were more slowly attained 
in some areas, particularly in the western suburbs, where the hillier terrain 
delayed rapid development and prevented the full exploitation of the whole area 
for residential purposes. Here peak densities of less than 10 persons per acre 
were recorded at the 1961 Census. Allowing for these factors, it appears that an 
average suburban area tends to decline in population once a density of about 10 
persons per acre has been reached. 


The tabulation above lists the dates by which each of the statistical 
areas had attained a density of 2 persons per acre. This represents the level at 
which development becomes really suburban rather than semi-rural, i.e. a density 
between that of Darra and Kenmore at the 1966 Census. Allowing for the decline in 
the average number of persons per occupied dwelling due to smaller families and 
lower masculinity, this is equivalent to a density of 235 dwellings per square 
mile in the 1880s, compared with 320 in 1947 and 345 si 1964 


All the areas (except Ekibin, Ithaca, and Toowong) which had reached this 
level by 1891 reached their peak density in 1947. Except for Yeronga and Balmoral, 
all the areas which had attained a density of 2 persons per acre by 1923 reached 
their peak in 1961, as did the later Starting areas of Enoggera, Ashgrove, and 
Chatsworth. 


15 S.R. 83 /69 


Table 3 - Density of Population in the Brisbane Statistical Division at Various Censuses 


(Persons per Square Mile) 
Statistical Area or Area 
Local Authority Area |(Sq ™1)i| 1871 | 1881 | 1891 | 1901 | 1911 | 1921 | 1933 | 1947 | 1954 | 1961 | 1966 
Brisbane Statistical 


Division 


Central City Areas 
City ets 
North City 
South City 


North Side Inner Suburbs 
Ascot : ate 
Fernberg 
Ithaca 
Meeandah 
Newmarket 
Normanby 
Windsor 


= 
* 

© 

fee) 


North Side Outer Suburbs 
Ashgrove .. 
Aspley ole 
Bald Hills 
Banyo 
Chermside 
Enoggera .. 
Geebung Be 
Hendra ot 
Kalinga 
Kedron 
Mitchelton 
Nundah 
Stafford 
The Gap 


® 


* 5 © 5 @ 


NP MPEP RPNWPHPUW OYF 
MND ADHDOUNAMOrFAATFL 
NO DOOW OWMO FW AWQW 


° 


Western Suburbs 
Corinda 
Darra 
Graceville 
Inala 
Gaeoveaati iy, 
Kenmore 
Dim LUCA gel. 
Toowong 


South Side Inner Suburbs 
Balmoral .. ye 
East Brisbane Be 
Morningside an 


South Side Outer Suburbs 
Archerfield 

Camp Hill 

Carina aie 

Chatsworth 

Cooper's Plains 

Ekibin oe 
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Table 3 - Density of Population in the Brisbane Statistical Division at Various Censuses (continued) 
(Persons per Square Mile) 


Statistical Area or Area 
Local Authority Area (Sq Mi) 


| South Side Outer Suburbs 
(continued) 


Greenslopes So U8 7, 
Holland Park ie 3.09 
Moorooka .. 3% ene. 
Mount Gravatt 53 6.42 
Murarrie .. Aus 3.87 
Tarragindi ce 2e31 
Yeronga oc as Qen7 
Bayside ae eG 37.66 
Boondall .. rac 5.79 
Nudgee aD ae 18.44 
Subdivision: A oie 4.32 
B 65 14.12 
Sandgate .. os By tsr4 
Wynnum Oe ve 7261 
Other Brisbane City .. |175.63 20 
Western .. Bais 73.29 a] 9 
Subdivision: A os TZ 1 22 
B 41.75 1 7 
Cc ae 19.82 1 6 
South Western a 29.22 13 3 
Subdivision: A are ALTE seit 30 134 
B oo 17.91 3 2 
South-Eastern oe 54.11 4 8 
Subdivision: A ae 28.73 4 9 
B : 9.95 12 
8 be 15.43 8 
Eastern .. 6 19.01 30 
Subdivision: A te 7257 64 
B 2 11.44 i 


§9 


Total Brisbane City .. 385.00 


Cities Other than 
Brisbane 


Ipswich 50 Ge 47.00 
Subdivision: 


2 0 @ @ 


AYHMoartAwsvawPe 
PWHAWHFW FWPW 
* 

PrmoAYHY PONOW OF 
POI ANIUWA FM SO 


Redcliffe 
Subdivision: 
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Table 3 - Density of Population in the Brisbane Statistical Division at Various Censuses (continued) 
(Persons per Square Mile) 


Statistical Area or 
Local Authority Area 


Shires 
Albert 
Subdivision: 


Beaudesert 
Subdivision: 


Caboolture 
Subdivision: 


Moreton 50 
Subdivision: 


Pine Rivers 
Subdivision: 


AInBVaAW Pe 
~ 
ter AB owhn 


Redland 
Subdivision: 


Bia 
on 


r=) 
POoOrNND 
DAOKNWN Olow 
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jrvve RR, 


Caboo Ye, 


Ck 


BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION 


Density of Population 


1861 CENSUS 


Persons per square alle 


160 = 319 


a 
L, 
A 


320 = 639 


640 - 1,279 


1,280 - 2,559 
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BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION 


Density of Population 


1861 CENSUS 


Persons per square alle 
0-9 
10 - 19 
20 - 39 
40 - 79 
80 - 159 
160 - 319 
320 = 639 
640 - 1,279 
1,280 - 2,559 
2,560 - 5,119 


5,120 - 10,239 


\ aul E i Ree 
de bee eal M Wess Al ee 

’ Een nist 0 of) if ul Sl I i | Ge 

: oe EZ ae 
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BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION 


Density of Population 


1901_CENSUS 


Persons per square sile 


oo 
gl teens 
Byes 

‘\ we = 
Be ee ea 20 - 39 
Ya} 40 - 79 
80 - 159 
160 - 319 
320 = 639 
640 - 1,279 


1,280 - 2,559 
2,560 - 5,119 
5,120 = 10.239 


10,240 and over 
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BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION 


Density of Population 
1921 CENSUS 


Persons per square alle 


0-9 


- 
Nu By 10 - 19 
Nears 

NANeent ys? S24 


Vays 
SUNN 20 - 39 


40 - 79 


80 - 159 
160 - 319 
320 - 639 
640 - 1,279 
1,280 - 2,559 
2,560 - 5,119 
5,120 - 10.239 


10,240 and over 


Cie Oe ear 


ory iths Coat A, RES Se eae OF es Bey RRR RR ere ee GO 


ope, he 6.00) HO), 1004) Je: we 
O10, 0 10 a; <espne! jel pe 
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BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION 


Density of Population 
1947 CENSUS 


Persons per square alle 


0-9 


10 - 19 


a 
\ oe 
aa) 
NA\e ous,” S25 


20 - 39 


40 - 79 
80 - 159 
160 - 319 
320 - 639 
640 - 1,279 
1,280 - 2,559 
2,560 - 5,119 
5,120 - 10,239 


10,240 and over 


ota 6 Pen veneiel 6 ae sag 


Jae AP Onretiae Of 85 


©: een et Fey cbieol neg (6) leurs 


OOD @hetts 6 
° 
= be OF Oe 


=“ WISN eG . 
.Y 


© ter Ne, p/e) ene, 628 
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BRISBANE STATISTICAL DIVISION 


Density of Population 


1966 CENSUS 


a Persons per square aile 


1,279 
2,559 
Sale) 
10, 239 


and over 
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It would appear that about 40 years or so after the first really suburban 
development in an area, a decline sets in as the children of the early residents 
have grown up and moved in their turn to newer, outer suburbs leaving behind a 
smaller, older population and ageing, less fashionable houses. In some of the 
areas, these large houses may be later subdivided into flats or replaced with 
multi-dwelling apartments and population may again increase. This may account 
for the decline and subsequent recovery to a higher level in Fernberg. 


SECTION III - THE BRISBANE MBTROPOLITAN AREA 


The Metropolitan Area is the central urbanised core of the capital city 
area. 


For the 1966 Census it was defined as the area including all those 
contiguous areas which have a population density of 500 or more persons per Square 
mile together with certain other areas where the land use was predominantly urban 
in character. It is thus defined as a region without fixed boundaries which 
expands as urban development spreads outward. As such its population, size, and 
shape can only be adequately measured at Census dates. 


Estimates of the Metropolitan Area as defined above are shown in Table 1 
(page 2). These show a growth in population from 995 in 1845 to 718,822 in 1966 
and a growth in area in the same period from 15 to 236 square miles. 


Whereas, at the time of Queensland's separation from New South Wales 
in 1859, this urbanised area had less than half the population within the fixed 
area now defined as the Brisbane Statistical Division and only about 1 per cent 
of its area, it now has over 90 per cent of the population and one-quarter of the 
area. This spread of urbanisation within the Brisbane Statistical Division is 
illustrated in the diagrams on pages 26 and 27. 


For earlier Censuses, urban population was not determined by such an 
objective formula but was assessed by the Statistician of the time as the popula- 
tion within such of those Census subdivisions as he felt qualified as urban rather 
than rural in character. These assessments were regarded as the most suitable 
figures to be quoted as the population of Brisbane in making comparisons with 
interstate or international cities. 


These figures are set out in Table 4, together with details of the number 
of occupied dwellings which reveal the continuing decline in the number of persons 
per occupied dwelling or in the average family size. 


It appears that the Statisticians at each successive Census have tended 
to consider as urban Brisbane a region greater in area than that estimated in 
Table 1 as comprising only localities with population densities of 500 or more 
persons per square mile. However, the populations within the areas so defined, 
and shown in Table 4, are all within 10 per cent of the populations estimated for 
the Brisbane Metropolitan Area in Table 1, except for 1901 when an area four times 
that preferred at the previous Census was accepted and for 1933 when for the first 
time the newly constituted City of Brisbane was accepted as the urban area. 


320-330 Adelaide Street, 
BRISBANE 4000 


31 December 1969 
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Table 4 - The Urban Population of Brisbane as Assessed at Successive Censuses 


Population 


Density Occupied 


Occupied Dwellings 
Dwellings per 
Sq Mile 


Persons per 
Occupied 
Dwelling 


Census Area 


Daun Population (Sq Miles) ae 
Sq Mile) 


4, 395 n 

6,051 1,029 
12,551 2,456 
14,265 3,467 
18,455 3,634 


26,953 4,920 
Sis. 103 6,880 
73,649 135379 
93,657 17,536 
119,428 21,430 


139,480 21S 992 
209,946 43,935 
299,748 69,535 
402 ,030 99,771 
502, 320 133,043 


621,550 168,639 
777,674 215,668 


a Urban parts of Brisbane Police District. 
b Municipality of Brisbane. 
c Brisbane Municipality and those suburbs within the Brisbane Census District. 


Brisbane Census District and 6 subdivisions of Oxley Census District, i.e. the 
Kalinga, Windsor, Newmarket, Ithaca, Normanby, and Toowong areas. 


fay) 


5-mile radius from G.P.O. 
10-mile radius from G-P.O. 


21 Local Government Areas, 10 in part only. 


er (ie) ea @) 


48 Local Government Areas, 4 in part only. 
i The City of Brisbane. 


j The Cities of Brisbane and Redcliffe and 75.68 square miles of Pine Rivers 
Shire. 


k The Brisbane Statistical Division. 


n Not available. 
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